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is  frequently  in  his  office  by  6:30,  and  seldom 
later  than  7:00.  From  his  arrival  to  his  departure, 
some  10  to  12  hours  later,  he  puts  in  a  full  aay 
that  would  leave  many  a  younger  man  ex- 
hausted. 

Wnen  asked  a  few  days  ago  what  he  felt  was 
"important  in  life ',  he  answered,  "The  most 
important  thing  in  life  is  to  have  a  clear 
conscience." 


RELIEF    SOCIETY  CONFERENCE 

ANNUAL  conference  of  the  Relief  Society  will 
convene  on  Temple  Square,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  Oct.  2  and  3.,  announces  President 
Belle  S.  Spafford. 

This  auxiliary  meeting  will  precede  the  general 
conference  of  the  Church  which  is  scheduled  for 
Oct.  4,  5  and  6. 


BIRTHDAY  OF  PRESIDENT  CLARKE 

^lUNDAY,  September  1,  1957  was  the  86th 
O  birthday  of  President  J.  Reuben  Clarke. 
President  Clarke  can  look  back  on  a  life  of 
outstanding  service  to  his  Church  and  to  his 
country.  One  of  the  leading  international  law- 
yers in  the  United  States,  he  has  served  in 
responsible  appointments  under  almost  every 
United  States  president  of  this  century.  Not 
one  to  rest  on  past  accomplishments,  President 
Clarke  continues  to  spend  most  of  his  free  hours 
in  his  voluminous  library  which  he  affectionately 
calls  "my  workshop." 


PRESIDENT  McKAY'S  BIRTHDAY 

ON  Sunday,  September  8,  1957,  Fresident 
David  O.  McKay  marked  his  84th  year. 
President  McKay  still  maintains  his  rigid  daily 
schedule  that  begins  at  4:30  each  morning.    He 


MIA  CONFERENCE  IN  SWEDEN 

GUF"  is  the  name  of  the  MIA  in  Sweden. 
The  meaning  and  spirit  are  the  same  in 
every  land,  though,  even  if  the  initials  change. 
This  was  illustrated  as  600  visitors  from  branches 
600  miles  south  and  600  miles  north  crowded  into 
busy  Stockholm  to  meet  one  another,  ana  from 
July  23  to  July  28  enjoy  a  highly  successful  MIA 
conference. 
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OUR    GREAT    NEED 


CONVERSION  TO  THE  GOSPEL  is  the  greatest 
need  of  young  people,  of  every  one  else,  for 
that  matter. 

It  is  not  just  an  intellectual  assent  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel  which  we  have  in  mind,  nor 
is  it  merely  the  acquisition  of  much  knowledge. 

It  is  the  change  of  heart,  the  process  of  being 
"born  again,"  of  which  we  speak.  It  is  receiving 
the  conviction  within  our  souls  that  the  Gospel 
is  true,  and  that  it  is  to  be  applied.  It  is  the 
application  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  an  inner  urge 
which  virtually  compels  one  to  live  the  truth, 
knowing  that  to  do  otherwise  is  a  self  injury. 

Conversion  to  the  truth  is  the  greatest  bul- 
wark we  can  have  against  the  invasion  of  sin 
into  our  lives.  Conversion  gives  us  a  perspec- 
tive on  life  which  we  do  not  have  without  it. 
Conversion  brings  to  us  a  sense  of  values  neces- 
sary to  the  proper  evaluation  of  things  which 
appeal  to  our  interests,  and  which  beckon  us 
one  way  or  another. 

Conversion  gives  us  orientation.     It  sets   us 
right   with    the    "compass."    It   puts    our  feet 
securely  upon  the  ground,  so  that  we  need  not 
be  shaken  by  every  wind  that  blows. 
THE  VALUE    OF   A   CONVERSION   is   quickly 

seen  in  a  study  of  the  lives  of  people.  For 
instance,  a  man  truly  converted  to  the  Golden 
Rule  would  never  be  tempted  to  steal  from  his 
brother,  nor  to  assault  him,  nor  do  him  injury  in 
any  other  way. 

A  man  who  is  converted  to  the  law  of  honesty 
would  never  cheat,  would  never  tell  lies,  would 
never  misrepresent  anything  in  a  business  deal, 
would  never  fail  to  pay  his  bills. 

One  converted  to  the  law  of  chastity  would 
never  lose  his  virtue,  neither  would  he  deprive 
anyone  else  of  this  great  and  divine  gift.  He 
would  never  pet,  nor  make  any  other  kind  of  in- 
decent approach  to  any  person. 

One  converted  to  the  principle  which  teaches 
us  to  honour  parents  would  never  fail  to  show 
them  respect. 

Man  and  wife  converted  to  the  forty-second 
section  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  would 
never  allow  discord  to  break  up  their  marriage. 
IF  PARENTS  WERE  TO  CONSIDER  the  value 

of  conversion,  they  would  seek  to  have  every 
child  in  the  home  converted  to  the  truth.  What 


from  THE  CHURCH  SECTION 
of  the  DESERET  NEWS 

a  comfort  it  would  be  to  parents!  What  a  pro- 
tection to  children. 

A  truly  converted  son  or  daughter  would  always 
seek  proper  companionship,  would  not  begin 
smoking  or  drinking,  would  always  protect 
virtue,  would  never  steal.  Violation  of  these 
things  is  what  breaks  the  hearts  of  parents  and 
destroys  the  happiness  of  youth. 

If  parents  could  only  see  this  value,  they  would 
take  every  step  to  avoid  heartbreak  for  them- 
selves, and  to  save  their  children  from  the  path 
to  ruin.  But  apparently  so  few  parents,  rela- 
tively speaking,  see  this  picture.  So  many 
children  fail  to  receive  this  conversion. 

How  can  we  achieve  this  great  objective? 

In  the  mission  field,  our  missionaries  teach  the 
people  the  Gospel.  They  enter  a  home  upon  invi- 
tation, sit  down,  and  logically,  scripturally  and 
diligently  teach  the  Gospel  principles  to  the 
members  of  the  family  being  visited.  Then  as 
they  teach  they  bear  testimonies  to  the  truthful- 
ness of  these  principles  to  the  family.  They  also 
pray  with  them,  and  encourage  them  to  pray 
and  study  and  investigate. 

WHAT  IF  THAT  METHOD  were  adopted  by 
parents  for  their  homes  and  their  children? 
What  if  every  parent  taught  the  Gospel  as  dili- 
gently to  their  children  of  the  home  as  the 
missionaries  teach  their  investigators?  What  if 
they  bore  their  testimonies  in  all  earnestness  to 
their  children,  and  then  prayed  with  them  about 
the  Gospel,  seeking  a  testimony. 

How  long  since  you  bore  your  testimony  to 
your  children?  How  long  since  you  sat  down  and 
taught  them  the  Gospel?  How  long  since  you 
knelt  in  prayer  with  them  in  search  for  a  testi- 
mony of  the  truth? 

If  every  home  would  adopt  missionary  methods 
for  its  own  use,  conversion  would  follow  as  cer- 
tainly as  is  the  case  in  the  mission  field. 
Children  would  be  impressed  by  the  testimonies 
of  their  parents.  In  a  very  real  sense  they  are 
investigators  of  the  Gospel.  Why  not  then 
consider: 

Every  home  a  mission  field. 
Every  parent  a  missionary, 
Every  child  an  investigator  of  the  Gospel? 
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FIRST  PRINCIPLES  OF 

MISSIONARY  WORK 


By  PRESIDENT  GLEN  G.  FISHER 


HAVE  thought  of  many  things  that  have 
importance  in  this  missionary  service,  but 
I  think  perhaps  the  greatest  of  all  is,  that  we 
know  for  a  certainty  that  the  Saviour  is  direct- 
ing this  great  latter-day  work.  The  thing  of 
most  value  is  a  testimony 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  said: 

"It  is  the  first  principle  of  the  Gospel  to 

know  for  a  certainty  the  character  of  God 

and  to  know  that  we  may  converse  with  Him 

as  one  man  converses  with  another,  and  that 

He  was  once  a  man  like  us,  yea,  that  God 

Himself,  the  Father  of  us  all,  dwelt  on  an 

earth,  the  same  as  Jesus  Christ  Himself  did." 

Paraphrasing  this  statement  of  the  Prophet, 

I  should  like  to  add;  "It  is  the  first  principle 

of  this  Great  Missionary  Service,  to  know  for 

a  certainty  that  you  have  been  chosen  of  God 

to  perform   a   great   labour,   even   to  declare 

repentance  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  world, 

even  a  messenger  of  the  great  Jehovah,  and  to 

know  that  you  have  the  one  and  only  thing  that 

can,  or  ever  will,  produce  lasting  joy  and  peace 

to  men  or  nations."     With  this  conviction  in 

our  hearts,  there  is  nothing  that  can  stay  our 

progress. 

The  Master  Himself  has  said,  "And  the  voice 
of  warning  shall  be  unto  all,  by  the  mouths  of 
my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen  in  these  last 
days.  And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none  shall 
stay  them,  for  I  the  Lord  have  commanded 
them.  Behold,  this  is  mine  authority  and  the 
authority  of  my  servants."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  1 : 4-6). 

In  speaking  further  to  his  servants,  the 
Saviour  said: 

"The  weak  things  of  the  world  shall  come 
forth  and  break  down  the  mighty  and  strong 
ones,  that  the  fullness  of  the  gospel  might 
be  proclaimed  by  the  weak  and  the  simple 
unto  the  ends  of  the  world,  and  before  kings 
and  rulers."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
1 : 9,  23). 

And  so  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to 
their  authority  and  the  importance  of  their 
message,  Jesus  said;  "Those  to  whom  these 
commandments  were  given,  have  power  to  lay 
the  foundations  of  this  church,  and  to  bring  it 


forth  out  of  obscurity  and  out  of  darkness,  the 
only  true  and  living  church  upon  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth,  with  which  I,  the  Lord,  am 
pleased,  speaking  unto  the  church  collectively 
and  not  individually."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 1 :  30). 

And  then,  in  the  most  stirring  words  recorded 
in  Holy  Writ,  the  Messiah  gives  warning  to 
the  world: 

"Wherefore  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  unto 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  that  all  that  will  hear 
may  hear:    Prepare  ye,  prepare  ye  for  that 
which  is  to  come,  for  the  Lord  is  nigh;  And 
the  anger   of  the  Lord  is  kindled,  and  his 
sword  is  bathed  in  heaven,  and  it  shall  fall 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth.    And  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed;  and  the 
day  cometh  that  they  who  will  not  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  neither  the  voice  of  his 
servants,  neither  give  heed  to  the  words  of 
the  prophets  and  apostles,  shall  be  cut  off 
from    among    the    people;    For    they    have 
strayed    from    mine    ordinances,    and    have 
broken   mine  everlasting  covenants.     (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  1:11-15). 
And  still  again  the  Lord  spoke :     "For  after 
your  testimony  cometh  the  testimony  of  earth- 
quakes, that  shall  cause  groanings  in  the  midst 
of  her,  and  men  shall  fall  upon  the  ground  and 
shall  not  be  able  to  stand.     And  also  cometh 
the  testimony  of  the  voice  of  thunderings,  and 
the   voice    of    lightenings,    and    the    voice    of 
tempests,  and  the  voice  of  waves  of  the  sea 


September,  1957. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


133 


heaving  themselves  beyond  their  bounds.  And 
all  things  shall  be  in  commotion;  and  surely. 
men's  hearts  shall  fail  them;  for  fear  shall  come 
upon  all  people."  (Doctrine  and  Covenan's 
88:89-91). 

These  words  should  sink  deep  into  our 
hearts,  because  upon  you  and  me  rests  the 
responsibility  of  saving  the  world  from  these 
calamities.  To  carry  such  a  message  to  the 
world  takes  courage  and  faith,  and  I  pray  that 
there  will  come  into  the  souls  of  each  and 
everyone  an  assurance  that  this  is  God's  work 
and  we  do  His  bidding  when  we  are  obedient 
and  diligent  in  it. 

There  is  great  urgency.  The  time  is  short. 
We  have  been  told  repeatedly  by  the  General 
Authorities  that  we  are  living  in  the  "Saturday 
evening  of  time."  If  we  would  be  wise,  our 
lamps  will  be  kept  trimmed  ....  "for  the  day 
and  the  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no  not  the 
angels  of  heaven,   but  my  Father  only." 

Yes,  we  are  in  the  service  of  the  Master.  We 
have  a  great  message  and  a  priceless  testimony 
to  bear  with  good  works  and  faithful  service. 
This  can  be  our  most  priceless  possession. 

I  am  ever  conscious  of  the  small  part  I  play 
in  this  great  missionary  service  when  compared 
to  the  work  of  the  missionary  in  the  field.  Much 
depends  on  you  missionaries  ....  you  are  the 
key  men,  and  our  mission  progresses  in  t>ro- 


portion  to  the  zeal,  the  attitude,  the  earnestness 
and  faith  with  which  you  perform  your  labours. 
As  I  contemplate  these  things,  my  respon- 
sibility as  your  mission  president  weighs  heavily 
on  my  shoulders.  So  much  depends  upon  you 
and  all  of  us. 

District  and  branch  presidents  ....  and  all 
of  the  members  play  their  vital  part  in  this 
great  service.  We  are  all  representatives  of 
Him  who  stands  at  the  Head  of  the  Kingdom. 


F  WOULD  like  to  appeal  to  members  every- 
where, in  districts  and  branches  all  over  the 
mission,  to  rally  to  the  aid  of  our  missionaries. 
You  can  do  so  much  by  way  of  encourage- 
ment, example  and,  when  occasions  warrant, 
by  well  directed  counsel.  When  missionaries 
come  to  your  door  and  they  should  be  in  their 
areas,  please  remind  them  of  their  duty. 

You  are  all  aware  of  the  strict  regulations 
under  which  our  missionaries  labour  .... 
would  you  be  guilty  of  encouraging  them  to 
disobey  their  covenants? 

With  all  my  heart  and  soul  I  plead  for  your 
help  and  understanding  as  we,  your  represen- 
tatives and  ambassadors  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  endeavour  to  establish  the  Kingdom  of 
God  in  this  fair  land  of  South  Africa.  We 
pledge  our  very  best  to  this  labour,  but  we  need 
your  help. 


The  Power  of  Prayer 


By  SISTER  GLORIA  TAYLOR 


^T^WELVE  years  ago  this  May, 

I  knelt  beside  my  bed  to  pray. 
I  asked  my  Father  in  Heaven  to  guide 
Me  where  to  find  a  bonny  child. 

h  found  the  place  and  believe  it  or  not- 

I  walked  up  to  the  very  cot 

Wherein*  it  lay,  this  baby  boy, 

Who  was  to  be  my  pride  and  joy. 
*  *  * 

rpHE  years  have  passed  on — 

And  Michael,  my  son, 
Has  given  me  pleasure. 
Yes,  beyond  measure. 

My  prayers  did  so  much 
When  I  put  all  my  trust 
In  my  Father  in  Heaven  above, 
He  guided  and  directed  me 
And  it  was,  oh,  so  plain  to  see 
The  child  he  had  chosen  for  us. 


This  poem  is  the  relation  of  a  true  experience. 
I  had  lost  my  first-born  baby  just  six  days 
after  birth.  Although  I  was  grief-stricken  at 
the  time,  I  realized  that  our  Father  in  Heaven 
had  reason  for  taking  her.  However,  my  arms 
longed  to  hold  a  babe,  and  I  prayed  that  I 
might  have  another. 

Well,  one  day  I  picked  up  a  telephone 
directory  and  turned  to  the  very  page  where 
the  name  and  telephone  number  of  a  babies 
adoption  home  was  printed.  Here  was  the 
answer  to  my  prayers.  I  was  able  to  get  my 
child  without  putting  my  name  on  the  usual 
waiting  list. 

Michael,  my  son,  knows  of  his  adoption  and 
is  so  proud  to  think  that  he  was  a  "chosen 
child"  and  we  are  proud  to  be  his  "chosen 
parents." 

How  great  is  the  power  of  prayer! 
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the    SPIRIT 

By  ELDER  C.  T.  ASPLUND 

T3ERHAPS  one  of  the  least  understood  doc- 
trines of  Christianity  is  the  nature  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Church  laymen, 
of  many  Christian  sects  generally  just  shrug  olf 
this  vital  principle  as  a  mystery.  Their  minis- 
ters either  avoid  the  subject,  or  argue  in  broad 
circles  around  the  real  issue. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  attempts  to  present  to  the  world  the  pure 
truth  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  hold 
this  truth,  in  reverence,  as  a  foundation  to 
effective  Christianity. 

Those  who  accept  the  baptism  of  our  Lord 
have  His  promise.  "I  baptize  you  with 
water."  John  the  Baptist  told  them,  "but  a 
greater  one  than  I,  whose  shoe  latchet  I  am  not 
worthy  to  bear,  He  shall  come  and  baptize 
you  with  fire  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Yes,  a  promise  of  the  Lord  .  .  .  "And  be- 
hold," He  said  to  His  disciples,  "I  send  the 
promise  of  my  Father  upon  you;  but  tarry  ye 
in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  until  ye  be  endued 
with  power  from  on  high." 

A  promise  of  the  Lord  .  .  .  "Repent  and  be 
baptized,  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  His  apostles  preached,  "and  ye 
shall  receive  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Yes,  a  promise  of  the  Lord;  fulfilled  again 
in  fullness  to  the  righteous  of  this  dispensation 
when  the  true  doctrine  of  the  Priesthood  once 
more  distills  from  heaven  as  the  dew.  "And  on 
whomsoever  ycu  shall  lay  your  hands,"  He 
explained  to  His  servants,  "if  they  are  contrite 
before  me,  you  shall  have  power  to  give  the 
Holy  Spirit." 

This  is  the  great  promise  of  the  Lord  to  His 
faithful  ...  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Christ 
carefully  taught  His  apostles: 

"And  I  will  pray  the  Father  and  He  shall 
give  you  another  Comforter,  that  he  may 
abide  with  you  for  ever  .  .  .  Even  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because 
it  seeth  him  not  neither  knoweth  him;  but  ye 
know  him  for  he  dwelleth  with  you  and  shall 
be  in  you." 

MAGNIFICENT  CALLING 

A  Comforter  .  .  .  that  seems  to  be  a  magnifi- 
cent calling  in  a  worH  so  acauainted  with  frus- 
tration and  strife.  But  who  is  this  that  has 
been  called  to  comfort  the  children  of  God? 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  an  intelligent  individual; 
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an  entity  of  spirit.  He  is  a  personal  being,  a 
member  of  the  Godhead,  who  serves  in  love 
and  unity  with  God  and  Jesus  Christ  to  fulfill 
the  purpose  of  our  creation  .  .  .  "to  bring  to 
pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man." 

And  His  gift?  That  is  the  right,  bestowed  on 
the  repentant  by  God  through  His  authorized 
servants,  to  enjoy  the  companionship  and  wit- 
ness of  that  member  of  the  Godhead  who  has 
been  sent  to  comfort  us;  who  has  been  sent  to 
assure  us  that  we  are  justified  in  our  faithful 
patience;  to  show  us  the  wisdom  of  the  Lord 
and  sustain  us  in  our  obedience;  to  lead  us 
from  temptation  and  give  us  a  testimony  that: 

"This  is  he  that  came  by  water  and  blood, 
even  Jesus  Christ,  not  by  water  only,  but  by 
water  and  blood.  And  it  is  the  Spirit  that 
beareth  witness,  because  the  Spirit  is  truth." 

Perhaps  we  can  enlarge  our  understanding 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  through  these  words.  The 
scriptures  teach  us  that  "God  is  love."  And 
here  they  explain,  "the  Spirit  is  truth." 

TO  THE  FAITHFUL 

The  mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  this:  not 
a  sign  to  those  without  faith,  but  a  witness  to 
the  faithful;  not  a  show  to  the  world,  a  flaunt- 
ing of  power  and  majesty,  but  a  comfort  to 
those  who  are  not  of  this  world,  but  have  for- 
saken the  world  and  given  themselves  to  God 
....  those  who  have  gained  faith,  whose  faith 
has  moved  them  to  sincere  repentance,  and 
who  have  witnessed  to  the  world,  in  the  waters 
of  baptism,  that  they  accept  Christ  and  wish  to 
follow  Him. 

If  we  desire  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Gh»st  we 
must  prepare  a  clean  and  active  body  as  a 
tabernacle  for  His  presence.  We  must  main- 
tain a  clean  and  open  mind  to  receive  His 
ministrations. 

And  then,  we  must  continually  remember, 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  doing  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  There  is  much  to  do,  and  little  time  to 
do  it.  The  Spirit  of  God  cannot  afford  to 
waste  time  on  the  selfish.  His  blessings  are 
not  for  those  who  desire  a  personal  knowledge 
for  their  own  glory. 

The  Holy  Ghost  will  witness  only  to  those 
(Continued  on  bottom  of  next  page) 
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THE  TESTIMONY  OF 
OIIVER  COWDERY 


Among  the  names  of  significance  in  the  early 
history  of  the  restoration  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  is  Oliver  Cowdery. 

This  man  became  the  "second  Elder  of  the 
Church,"  and  was  one  of  the  Three  Witnesses 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

His  association  with  the  Church  began  in 
April,  1829,  when  he  called  on  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  in  an  isolated  farm  house  in 
Harmony,  Pennsylvania.  Two  days  after  his 
first  meeting  with  Joseph  Smith  be  began  the 
work  of  scribe,  copying  the  pages  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  as  the  young  Prophet  translated 
them  from  the  Gold  Plates. 

After  five  weeks  of  labour,  Joseph  and  Oliver 
came  to  certain  passages  in  the  plates  which 
pertained  to  the  subject  of  baptism.  Realizing 
that  they  themselves  had  not  been  baptized, 
they  sought  the  Lord  in  prayer. 

In  May,  1829,  on  the  banks  of  a  quiet  river 
near  Joseph's  home  their  sincere  desire  was 
answered,  and  they  were  visited  by  John  the 
Baptist,  who,  as  a  heavenly  messenger,  be- 
stowed on  them  the  keys  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood. 

This  began  the  work  of  restoration,  which 
reached  a  climax  on  April  6,  1930.  On  this 
day,  in  the  home  of  Father  Whitmer,  Joseph, 
Oliver,  and  four  other  young  men  organised 
and  met  as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

Though  the  spiritual  experiences  were  great, 
Oliver  allowed  his  pride  to  overcome  them. 
His  faithfulness  waivered,  and  he  left  the 
Church,  a  bitter,  sorrowful  man. 
Fortunately,  his  pride  could  not  prove  greater 
than  his  testimony. 

The  return  of  Oliver  Cowdery  to  the  Church 
took  place  during  the  early  part  of  October 
1848,  when  he  arrived  at  the  small  settlement 
of  Kanesville,  Iowa,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  daughter.  He  was  received  in  a  friendly 
manner  by  the  brethren  who  resided  there  and 
at  a  conference  of  the  Church  held  at  Kanes- 


ville on  October  21st,  he  was  invited  to  speak. 

"My  name  is  Cowdery,  Oliver  Cowdery.  In 
the  early  history  of  this  Church  I  stood 
identified  with  her,  and  was  one  in  her  coun- 
cils. True  it  is  that  the  gifts  and  callings  of 
God  are  without  repentance.  Not  because  I 
was  better  than  the  rest  of  mankind  was  I 
called  ;  but,  to  fulfill  the  purposes  of  God,  He 
called  me  to  a  high  and  holy  calling. 

"I  wrote,  with  my  own  pen,  the  entire  Book 
of  Mormon  (save  a  few  pages)  as  it  fell  from 
the  lips  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  as  he 
translated  it  by  the  gift  and  power  of  God,  by 
the  means  of  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  or,  as  it 
is  called  by  that  book,  "holy  interpreters.'  I 
beheld  with  my  eyes  and  handled  with  my 
hands  the  gold  plates  from  which  it  was 
transcribed.  I  also  saw  with  my  eyes  and 
handled  with  my  hands  the  'holy  Interpreters.' 
That  book  is  true.  Sidney  Rigdon  did  not 
write  it;  Mr.  Spaulding  did  not  write  it;  I 
wrote  it  myself  as  it  fell  from  the  lips  of  the 
Prophet.  It  contains  the  Everlasting  Gospel, 
and  came  forth  to  the  children  of  men  in 
fulfillment  of  the  revelations  of  John,  where 
he  says  he  saw  an  angel  come  with  the  Ever- 
lasting Gospel  to  preach  to  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  and  people.  It  contains  the 
principles  of  salvation ;  and  if  you,  my 
hearers,  will  walk  by  its  light  and  obey  its 
precepts,  you  will  be  saved  with  an  everlasting 
salvation  in  the  kingdom  of  God  on  high  .  .  . 
*         *         * 

Soon  afterwards  Oliver  Cowdery  was 
accepted  by  the  Church  and  re-baptized  (these 
remarks  were  preserved  by  Bishop  Reuben 
Miller,  who  was  present  at  the  meeting,  and 
were  later  published  in  the  "Millennial  Star.") 


who  share  his  ideal  ...  the  fulfillment  of  the 
work  of  God.  He  ministers  only  to  those  who 
will  use  that  witness,  not  for  a  smug,  personal 
assurance,  but  for  the  work  of  the  kingdom  of 
God. 


The  Spirit  of  Truth  comes  only  to  the 
humble.  To  enjoy  it,  we  must  be  continually 
repentant;  showing  the  force  of  that  witness; 
else  we  offend  the  Spirit  and  disregard  His 
work.  And  the  greatest  sin  of  all  is  to  deny 
Him. 
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SAUL    OF    TARSUS 

a 

new 
school- 
master 


Editor's  Note :  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of 
articles  dealing  with  the  inspiring  lives  of 
several  of  the  ancient  apostles,  prophets  and 
Church  leaders. 

We  begin  with  Saul  of  Tarsus,  better  known 
as  Paul,  and  renowned  for  his  fervent  mis- 
sionary zeal.  Saul  was  his  Hebrew  name,  and 
with  it  he  established  a  reputation  as  an  edu- 
cated and  able  Pharisee.  In  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  it  is  significant  to  note  that  Luke, 
the  historian,  calls  him  "Saul"  until  the  great 
missionary  meets  the  Roman  Proconsul  Ser- 
gius  Paulus  on  the  island  of  Cyprus  during  the 
first  missionary  journey.  Thereafter,  perhaps 
to  signify  the  appropriateness  of  a  Roman  name 
for  a  missionary  to  the  Roman  Empire  "Saul," 
the  Jew  becomes  "Paul"  the  Roman. 

Saul  was  trained  in  the  law  and  tradition  of 
his  Hebrew  faith  "at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel"  in 
Jerusalem.  This  great  teacher  was  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  rabbi's  among  the  Jews,  and  to 
study  in  the  "Beth  Hammidrash"  as  his  pupil 
was  a  great  honour. 

But  following  his  miraculous  conversion, 
Saul  was  the  subject  of  many  extreme  changes. 
One  of  these  changes  is  described  in  this  article, 
written  by  President  David  O.  McKay,  and 
taken  from  his  book,  "Ancient  Apostles." 


By  PRESIDENT  DAVID  O. 
McKAY 


T^OR  several  days  immediately  following  his 
wonderful  conversion  and  his  restoration 
to  sight,  Saul  "was  with  the  disciples  who 
were  at  Damascus."  Saul  had  now  entered 
another  school,  but  how  different  from  the  one 
in  which  he  sat  at  the  feet  of  the  learned 
Gamaliel!  There  he  listened  to  instruction 
from  the  most  learned  men  of  his  day;  now  he 
is  listening  to  men  who  were  thought  unlearned. 
There  he  received  training  of  the  intellect;  now 
he  is  receiving  training  of  the  soul.  There  he 
studied  blindly;  now  he  studies,  truly  seeing! 
His  instructor  is  one  of  the  faithful  men  whom 
he  had  despised  and  whom  he  came  to  arrest. 
"Not  Peter,  or  James  or  John,  no  great  and 
eminent  apostle  need  be  sent  for,  to  instruct 
the  learned  and  highly  talented  Saul;  but 
Ananias,  some  poor,  simple-hearted  Christian 
of  whom  the  Divine  word  has  never  before 
made  mention,  is  fully  sufficient,  in  God's  hand, 
to  teach  this  most  richly  endowed  of  all  the 
early  converts." 

As  he  listened,  hour  after  hour,  during  those 
few  memorable  days,  his  soul  became  fired  with 
a  true  zeal;  and  we  can  imagine  hearing  him 
say  to  his  new  teachers,  "Set  on  your  foot.  And 
with  a  heart  new  fir'd  I  follow  you." 

"And  straightway  he  preached  Christ  in  the 
synagogues,  that  He  is  the  Son  of  God." 

We  ar3  not  told  whether  any  of  the  men  who 
accompanied  him  to  Damascus  became  con- 
verted. Perhaps  one  or  two  did;  but,  un- 
doubtedly, some  of  them  thought  Saul  had 
turned  traitor.  So  also  did  the  Jews  in 
Damascus,  who  were  amazed,  and  said  to  one 
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another.  "Is  not  this  he  that  destroyed  them 
which  called  on  this  name  in  Jerusalem,  and 
came  here  for  that  intent,  that  he  might  bring 
them  bound  unto  the  chief  priests?"  But  the 
more  they  opposed  him,  the  more  eloquently 
he  defended  the  name  of  Jesus  and  proved  to 
them  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 

After  a  few  days  of  fiery  disputations  in  the 
synagogues,  Saul  concluded  to  leave  Damascus 
and  go  into  retirement;  so  bidding  his  new 
friends  goodbye,  he  went  into  Arabia  in  the 
mountains  near  the  Red  Sea.  Here  he  received 
instruction  in  the  School  of  Solitude. 

"O  sacred  solitude!  divine  retreat 

Choice  of  the  prudent!  envy  of  the  great! 

By  thy  Pure  stream,  or  in  thy  waving  shade, 

We  court  fair  wisdom." 

*  *  * 

Like  Moses,  Elijah,  John  the  Baptist,  and 
even  the  Saviour  Himself,  Paul  now  sought  to 
be  alone  with  God,  and  to  learn  how  to  get 
his  spirit  in  communion  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 

How  long  he  remained  there,  we  do  not 
know.  All  he  says  about  this  journey  is:  "I 
went  into  Arabia,  and  returned  again  to 
Damascus." 

No  sooner  had  he  returned  to  the  city  of 
his  conversion,  than  he  began  to  preach  again 
in  the  synagogues.  Again  the  Jews  began  to 
dispute  him,  and  again  he  confounded  them. 
Day  after  day,  and  week  after  week  the  reli- 
gious controversy  continued,  until  the  Jews 
could  stand  it  no  longer,  and  "took  counsel  to 

kill  him." 

*  *  * 

Around  the  city  of  Damascus  was  a  high 
wall,  and  no  one  could  go  in  or  out  except 
through  the  gates.  Therefore,  when  the  Jews 
decided  to  kill  Saul,  the  first  thing  they  did 
was  to  make  sure  he  could  not  escape.  So 
they  placed  guards  at  every  gate,  and  "watched 
day  and  night  to  kill  him." 

But  Saul  had  his  friends  as  well  as  enemies, 
and  he  had  one  Friend  who  had  chosen  him 
for  a  great  and  useful  mission,  and  as  long  as 
Saul  was  faithful,  his  life  would  be  spared  until 
this  special  work  was  done.  Through  inspira- 
tion or  otherwise,  Saul  knew  that  his  enemies 
were  lying  in  wait  for  him,  so  he  kept  out  of 
their  way. 

Fortunately,  one  of  his  friends  lived  in  a 
house  built  right  near  the  wall  of  the  city;  and 
from  here,  some  of  the  disciples  assisted  Saul 


to  escape.  They  put  him  in  a  basket,  and  then 
watching  carefully  to  see  that  no  enemies  were 
in  sight,  they  carried  Saul  to  the  top  of  the 
wall,  and  let  him  down  on  the  other  side.  Thus 
it  happened  that  while  the  wicked  guards  were 
watching  day  and  night  to  entrap  Saul,  that 
disciple  of  the  Master  was  making  his  journey 
back  to  Jerusalem. 

rpHREE  years  before,  he  left  Jerusalem  as  an 
officer  of  the  Sanhedrin,  bearing  a  special 
commission,  and  accompanied  by  attendants 
and  officers.  He  left  with  enmity  in  his  heart 
for  every  person  who  professed  to  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ.  Now  he  journeys  back  alone, 
rejected  by  those  whom  he  had  served,  a  fugi- 
tive from  the  Jews  who,  a  few  years  before, 
awaited  to  welcome  him  as  a  hero!     But  Saul 


is  happier  now,  alone  as  he  is,  than  when  he 
went  in  pomp  to  arrest  God's  servants.  And 
yet  he  can  look  forward  to  no  welcome  in 
Jerusalem!  His  old  friends  and  teachers  think 
he  has  turned  traitor  to  their  cause,  and  the 
Apostles  of  Jesus  doubt  his  conversion.  "They 
were  all  afraid  of  him,  and  believed  not  that 
he  was  a  disciple." 

But  there  was  one,  an  old  friend  and  true, 
a  classmate,  and  fellow  townsman  who  ex- 
tended to  Saul  the  glad  hand  of  fellowship. 
That  was  Barnabas,  who  "took  him,  and 
brought  him  to  the  apostles,"  declaring  how 
Saul  had  been  converted  by  a  light,  and  the 
voice  of  the  Lord,  and  how  he  had  preached 
in  Damascus  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

With  this  testimony,  the  Apostles  accepted 
Saul,  and  gave  him  their  companionship.  Soon 
Saul  was  preaching  in  Jerusalem  as  boldly  as 
he  had  in  Damascus. 


The  educated  man  is  a  man  with  certain  subtle  spiritual  qualities  which  make  him 
calm  in  adversity,  happy  when  alone,  just  in  his  dealings,  rational  and  sane  in  the  fullest 
meaning  of  those  words,  in  all  the  affairs  of  life. 

— Ramsay    MacDonald. 
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THE 


MATTHFW  COWLEY  SPEAKS 

— selected  discourses. 

449  pages.    Price  £1.  8.  6. 

Deseret  Book  company 

]Vj"ATTHEW  COWLEY,  man  of  faith,  was 
one  of  the  most  endearing  speakers  to 
be  found.  Stakes  looked  forward  to  his  visits; 
crowds  thronged  to  hear  his  plain  wisdom  and 
faithful  doctrine. 

At  the  funeral  of  this  great  man,  one  of  his 
close  acquaintances  spoke:  "I  want  my  children 
to  read  the  addresses  of  Tumuaki  Cowley.  1 
hope  that  every  bishop  in  the  Church  will  see 
that  those  addresses  are  read  to  the  young 
people  of  his  ward.  I  hope  that  all  over  the 
world,  in  all  of  the  missions  of  the  world,  that 
the  young  people,  the  youth  of  the  Church, 
have  the  opportunity  of  reading  and  hearing 
the  things  that  he  spoke." 

Through  this  book  that  opportunity  has  been 
provided.  Here,  compiled  in  a  lovely  volume, 
are  all  of  the  great  talks  of  Apostle  Cowley. 
Matthew  Cowley,  the  humorist,  shines  through 
these  talks;  Matthew  Cowley,  the  spiritual 
leader,  stirs  to  better  living  through  his  apt 
illustrations;  Matt,  the  man,  brings  a  gloriously 
human  touch  to  the  gospel  message. 

This  book  is  guaranteed  to  be  a  favourite 
addition  to  any  family  library. 
*         *         * 

HIS  MANY  MANSIONS 

by  Rulon  S.  Howells. 


250  pages.    Price  16  shillings. 


Ensign  Press 


many  Christian 
condensed  form, 
explanation,  the 
doctrine    of   the 


A      COMPILATION     of 

beliefs,  presenting  in  a 
with  charts  and  tables  of 
variation  in  structure  and 
principal  denominations. 

Thirteen  leading  Christian  churches  are  con- 
sidered in  this  compact  and  well-organized 
volume.  The  following  aspects  are  considered: 
geographical  distribution;  number  of  adher- 
ents; the  history  of  each  faith  and  its 
branches;  the  officers  and  governing  bodies  of 


each,  their  powers  and  duties;  the  customs,  th» 
practices  and  the  beliefs  of  each. 

Included  with  the  volume  is  an  analytical 
chart  setting  forth  the  position  of  several 
denominations  on  twenty-three  important  doc- 
trinal points. 


ARCHAEOLOGY    AND    THE    BOOK    OF 
MORMON  by  Milton  R.  Hunter. 

295  pages.     Price  £1.  12.  0. 

Deseret  Book  Company 

"V^TTH  all  "the  fascination  of  a  detective 
story,"  Dr.  Milton  R.  Hunter,  one  of  the 
leading  Church  authors,  approaches  the  pro- 
blem of  "Archaeology  and  the  Book  of 
Mormon." 

This  volume  is  a  first  hand  account  of  the 
travels  of  Dr.  Hunter  through  the  exotic  lands 
of  Central  America,  and  among  the  awe-in- 
spiring ruins  of  a  long-lost  civilization.  It  is 
colourfully  illustrated,  and  written  with  the 
energy  of  one  who  is  discovering  new  and  vital 
things. 

Dr.  Hunter  approaches  this  particular  assign- 
ment well-qualified  for  the  task,  both  by 
interest  and  training.  A  brilliant  student  and 
graduate  from  the  University  of  California, 
the  author  presents  to  us  this,  his  sixteenth 
popular  Church  book. 

Young,  and  old,  and  in-between,  will  find 
that  the  author's  candid  style  and  fascinating 
pictures,  make  this  one  of  those  books  that 
"you  can't  set  down  until  you've  finished." 


JUST   ARRIVED 

ETERNAL   QUEST 

by  Hugh  B.  Brown  .  . 

STORY  CLASSICS 

by  A.  L.  Zobell,  Jr.   . . 

STORY    SERMONS 

by  A.  L.  Zobell,  Jr 


LES  GO  SCRAPBOOK 

by  Les  Goates 


£1.  5.  0. 
7.  3. 
1.  1. 

7.  3. 
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DURBAN 
EAST  LOUDON 
ELIZABETH 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Headquarters  on  8tn  Ave., 

oft*  Lobangola  Street. 
Branch  President:  Elder  H.  D.  Boucher;  phone 

5922. 
Branch  Reporter:     Marjorie  Paterson. 

Most  of  the  Bulawayo  Branch  has  been 
stricken  by  the  'flu.  Almost  all  the  members 
have  either  had  the  'flu,  or  are  now  suffering 
from  it. 

On  August  4  the  infant  daughter  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Raymond  P.  Paterson  was  blessed  by 
Brother  R.  Isaac. 

On  the  same  day  changes  were  made  in  the 
officers  of  the  branch.  Brother  Isaac  was  re- 
leased from  his  duties  as  branch  clerk  with  a 
vote  of  thanks,  and  sustained  as  priesthood 
supervisor.  Brother  W.  A.  Jubber  was  sustained 
as  the  new  branch  clerk.  We  are  sure  that  these 
men  will  do  well  in  their  new  callings. 

We  had  a  surprising,  but  pleasant,  visit  from 
Brother  and  Sister  Alfred  Frost,  from  Salisbury. 
on  August  11.  It  was  lovely  to  see  and  hear 
from  them  again. 

We  also  welcome  back  to  the  branch  Sister 
Palmer-Jones  who  has  been  spending  a  holiday 
with  her  daughter  at  Inyanzura. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  the  visit  of  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Fisher  when  they  come  to  hold 
branch  conference. 


PIETERMARITZBURG   BRANCH 

Meetings:     Y.M.C.A.,    corner    Longmarket     and 

Buchanan  Streets. 
Branch  Pres'dent:  R.  M.  Morris«ey;  phone  29040. 
Branch  Reporter:  Joyce  Morrissey. 

The  past  month  has  been  an  eventful  one.  We 
held  a  successful  cake  sale.  On  July  27  we  held 
a  pioneer  supper  and  had  a  lovely  turn  out.  We 
played  games  and  did  some  square  dancing  We 
held  the  gathering  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Grantham.  El^er  Harker  and  Elder 
Lvbbert  visited  us  for  the  occasion  from  Durban. 
The  elders  also  spoke  at  sacrament  meeting. 

Sister  Human  and  her  two  daughters  have  left 


Pietermaritzburg  to  settle  back  in  East  London. 
The  branch  will  miss  them. 

Elder  Grant  Beazer  has  left  us  to  labour  in 
Bloemfontein.  Elder  M.  D.  Caldwell  has  re- 
placed him. 

Relief  Society  and  Primary  are  once  again  in 
full  swing.  Sister  Grantham  has  replaced  Sister 
Human  as  Primary  Mother,  and  is  also  teach- 
ing in  Relief  Society. 

Brother  and  Sister  Rex  van  Coller  have  visited 
us  from  Durban  and  spoke  in  our  meetings. 
Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Randall,  with  their 
family,  from  Durban  have  also  visited  in  our 
branch. 

A  few  members  of  the  branch  were  down  with 
'flu,  but  we  are  all  well  now. 


DURBAN  BRANCH 


Meetings:    144    Silverton  Road,   Durban.    Phone 

49369. 
Branch  President:    J.  M.  Jakins;  phone  44347. 
Branch  Reporter:     Joyce  Wahlburn. 

On  Friday,  August  2.  a  square  dance  was  held 
on  the  parking  lot  at  the  chapel  for  the  branch 
building  fund.  Square  dancing  has  become  very 
popular  again. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  thoroughly  enjoy- 
able tickey  night  on  August  10. 

Those  who  attended  the  MIA  Hobo  Social  cer- 
tainly dressed  for  the  part.  The  party  was  a 
great  success. 

We  offer  our  congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Mrs.  Winstanley  on  the  h'rth  of  their  little 
daughter,  Hope,  on  August  16,  1957. 

Asian  'flu  reduced  our  attendance  during  the 
past  month. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  Sheridan  Jakins  is 
now  much  better,  following  two  operations  on 
his  leg. 


LUANSHYA   BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Ave.,  Luanshya. 
Branch  President:  Douglas  Charsley. 
Branch  Reporter:   Jeanne  Charsley. 

Sister  Johanna  van  Deventer  and  her  family 
are  spenting  a  holiday  down  in  the  Middle ourg 
district  of  the  Transvaal. 

We  extend  our  heartiest  congratulations  to 
Brother  and  Mrs.  Ronnie  Roux  on  the  birth  of 
their  new  young  daughter. 


BENONI    BRANCH 


Meetings:  Masonic  Hall.  Amphill  Ave.,  Benoni. 
Priesthood.  Relief  Society  and  MIA  in  Girl 
Guide  Hall,  Boksburg,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing. 
Branch  President:  J.  H.  Adendorff. 
Branch  Reporter:  Ann  Coetzee. 

We  are  haopy  to  welcome  a  new  member  into 
our  midst — Brother  Aard  Blom  who  was  bap- 
tized on  August  11. 

Brother  Brummer.  who  has  been  seriously  ill. 
is  now  sufficiently  restored  to  health  to  once 
again  continue  to  work.  This  has  been  an 
answer  to  our  prayers,  for  which  we  are  very 
grateful. 

Relief  Society  has  re-commenced  after  recess. 
We  wish  to  congratulate  Sister  A.  Charlton  on 
her  appointment  as  president  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 
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MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:   "Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Roads, 

Mowbray,  C.P- 
Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert;   phone  45275. 
Branch  Reporter:  Beatrice  E.   Smith. 

We  welcome  Brother  Kenneth  Sutherland  of 
Johannesburg  who  visited  our  services  on  July 
28.    We  hope  that  he  enjoyed  his  trip. 

The  members  who  have  seen  the  branch 
kitchen  have  been  dazzled  by  the  new  paint  and 
stove.  We  congratulate  the  Relief  Society  on 
these  improvements. 

On  July  28  members  of  the  Relief  Society 
gathered  to  make  plans  for  the  bazaar. 

Among  those  who  have  been  ill  during  the 
month  were  Sister  Wiid.  who  was  down  with 
the  'flu,  and  Brother  Chris  Brown  who  has  an 
ankle  injury. 

The  Mechizedek  Priesthood  group  held  a 
pa"ty  on  Friday,  August  2.  Though  the  evening 
was  cold,  refreshments,  games  and  dancing 
warmed  everyone  up  to  a  good  time. 

The  Sunday  School  directed  the  Sunday  even- 
ing programme  on  August  4.  There  was  a 
flannel-board  demonstration  on  the  23rd  Psalm, 
then  Sister  Jean  McGill  sang  it.  The  speakers 
represented  the  different  Sunday  School  age 
groups.  Unfortunately,  the  heavy  rain  pre- 
vented several  of  the  members  from  attending. 
Congratulations  go  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Alwin  Hubert  who  celebrated  their  silver  wed- 
ding anniversary  on  August  9.  They  held  a  won- 
derful party  in  the  recreation  hall  for  the 
occasion.  Many  friends  gathered  to  wish  them 
well.  Unfortunately,  Brother  Hubert  had  a 
touch  of  the  'flu. 

The  hall  was  beautifully  decorated  with  white 
streamers,  bowls  of  silver  foliage  and  flowers. 
Brother  Sam  Rayner  acted  as  the  toast  master. 
The  influenza  epidemic  has  entered  our  midst. 
Sister  Lillian  and  Sister  Sheila  Heyne  have  both 
had  their  share  of  it.  So  have  Brother  Alvin 
Park  and  Neville  Butt,  as  well  as  numerous 
others.  Even  the  mission  home  had  their  share 
— among  its  victims  were  Elder  LeBaron,  Elder 
Hadfield  and  Sister  Miller. 

Our  branch  conference  was  held  on  August  11. 
The  weather  and  the  'flu  kept  many  members 
from  attending.  In  spite  of  this,  the  se~vice  was 
beautiful.  The  talks  and  musical  numbers  were 
centred  around  the  theme  of  "The  Godhead". 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  held  a  banquet  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Hubert  on  the  even- 
ing of  August  23.  The  party  was  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  the  young  people. 

Sister  Imelda  Fourie  who  has  been  in  hospital 
is  up  and  well  again. 

Attendance  at  MIA  on  Tuesday,  August  20. 
was  thinned  by  the  cloudburst  which  struck  the 
Peninsula. 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 


Meetings:  23  Eleventh  Street,  Springs. 

Branch  President:  H.  deC.  Husro:  phone  56-5098. 

Branch  Reporter:  N.  C.  van  Niekerk. 

We  are  haoov  to  have  back  with  us  the  John 
Jubber  and  Duegie  Hulbert  families  after  their 
respective  hohdavs.  Both  families  look  well 
after  their  vacation. 

A  large  gathei-ing  of  Springs  and  Brakpan 
saints  got  together  in  the  recreation  hall  to 
celebrate  the  great  trek  of  the  Mormon  pioneers 


across  the  plains  of  America  many  years  ago.  A 
very  fine  programme  was  arranged  by  the  MIA 
for  this  occasion.  Brother  William  Brummer 
and  Brother  John  Troskie  were  the  speakers. 
The  evening  was  rounded  off  with  square  danc- 
ing. 

On  July  26  a  large  number  of  saints  and 
friends  got  together  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  I.  C.  Louw  to  say  farewell  to  Sister  Peggy 
Zangerhaus  and  Pam  Cameron  who  are  leav- 
ing for  Canada. 

A  large  number  of  MIA  members  attended  a 
variety  concert  given  by  the  Ramah  branch  on 
July  2. 

Our  guest  speakers  on  August  4  were  Elder 
Henderson  and  Elder  Anderson  of  Benoni. 

On  August  11  our  Primary  once  again  took 
charge  of  evening  service  presenting  a  well 
planned  programme  with  Elder  Salmon  and 
Elder  Holt  for  speakers. 

The  branch  presidency  has  organized  two  very 
important  fund  raising  groups  during  the 
month.  One  group  will  start  on  the  project  of 
purchasing  a  new  organ.  The  second  group  will 
raise  funds  to  help  support  young  missionaries 
from  the  Springs  Branch. 

The  Brakpan  Relief  Society  sponsored  a  func- 
tion at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Balmer 
to  help  raise  funds  for  the  Sunday  School. 

Asiatic  'flu  has  attacked  the  Springs  Branch 
as  well.  One  of  the  brothers.  Val  van  Niekerk 
was  down  with  the  malady  twice. 

District  President  I.  C.  Louw's  feverish  activi- 
ties are  not  confined  to  his  work,  we  have 
learned.  This  month  Brother  Louw  cheerfully 
sauntered  off  the  Daggafontein  tennis  court 
with  the  Men's  double  handicap  trophy. 

Brother  Willem  J.  Botha  and  John  S.  Hugo 
have  both  been  ordained  deacons  in  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood. 

We  were  happy  to  have  visiting  with  us  from 
East  London,  Sister  E.  Toughey,  her  mother  and 
Mrs.  Randall. 


RAMAH   BRANCH 


Meetings:    1   Hunter    Street,   Highlands,    Johan- 
nesburg. 
Branch  President:  K.  B.  Chater;  phone  45-5575. 
Branch  Reporter:  Dorothy  Hamilton. 

The  gardens  of  new  Ramah  are  slowly  taking 
shape  with  the  help  of  the  members  who  have 
been  giving  up  every  Saturday  afternoon  to  dig 
and  carry  stones. 

New  lamp  shades  have  been  acquired  and 
placed  in  the  chapel,  in  place  of  the  previous 
ones  which  had  been  borrowed. 

Over  60  people  attended  MIA  on  Tuesday. 
August  16,  which  was  the  largest  crowd  we  have 
had  for  a  long  time. 

The  "symposium"  held  by  the  Special  In- 
terest group  was  a  great  success.  The  discussion 
was  on  this  year's  theme,  and  the  sneakers  were 
Brother  Tewsen.  Brother  Tex  Smith  and  Sister 
Phipson.  Brother  Sutherland  was  the  chair- 
man. 

A  sock  dance  was  held  at  the  same  time  as 
the  "symposium"  for  the  younger  MTA  members. 
There  were  fun  and  games,  and  a  prize  was 
awarded  to  the  person  with  the  best  pair  of 
socks. 

A  large  number  attended  the  Special  Interest 
social  held  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
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Wrench.  There  were  games  and  Elder  Lyons 
showed  us  some  slides.  Refreshments  topped 
off  the  evening. 

On  Sunday,  July  28,  we  held  branch  confer- 
ence. Talks  were  given  by  Brother  Tex  Smith, 
Sister  Gloria  Cahill  and  Sister  Barbara  Wrench, 
at  the  morning  session.  In  the  evening  we  were 
addressed  by  Brother  Wagener,  Sister  May 
Ninow  and  Elder  K.  M.  Smith.  The  theme  of 
the  conference  was  "The  Lord  Works  Through 
His  Prophets."  Everyone  was  thrilled  by  the 
beautiful  singing  of  the  choir. 

Sunday  services  on  August  4  were  handed  over 
to  the  Genealogical  Society  and  talks  were  given 
by  Brother  Norman  Muir  and  Sister  Norma 
Ninow.  The  music  was  supplied  by  an  elders' 
quartette  from  the  East  Rand.  The  lovely  ser- 
vice left  the  branch  with  a  good  spirit. 

Slides  of  the  different  temples  were  shown  at 
this  month's  Genealogical  meeting. 

A  musical  evening  was  held  at  Ramah.  Songs 
were  sung  around  a  "campfire",  and  Elder  Jones 
and  Elder  McCue  told  of  pioneering  days  in 
Utah. 

A  total  of  280  people  attended  the  concert  in 
aid  of  the  building  fund,  which  turned  out  to 
be  a  great  success.  The  programme  was  excel- 
lent. Sister  Birdie  Matthews  and  her  daughter 
Nola,  who  produced  the  concert,  deserve  special 
praise.  We  thank  Mrs.  Gloria  Jordaan  and  her 
dance  troupe  for  putting  on  some  delightful 
numbers. 

The  building  fund  committee  gave  a  party  for 
all  those  who  took  part  in  the  concert  or  helped 
in  any  way. 

We  bid  farewell  to  Brother  Fred  and  Sister 
Theo  Matthews,  who  have  left  with  their 
children  for  Rhodesia. 

Rosemary  Steen-Neilsen  has  recently  ai  rived 
in  our  branch  from  Cumorah. 

We  welcome  the  Wallace  and  Milne  families 
into  the  Church. 

The  Parkin  family  from  Welkom  paid  us  a 
short  visit  this  month. 

A  lovely  son  was  born  to  Erma  and  Roy 
Rutherford  on  August  5.  Brother  Donald  and 
Sister  Jill  Ninow  also  became  the  parents  of  a 
baby  son  on  August  16. 


TRANSFERS 


August  16,  1957. 

Elder 

G.  D.  Dudley 

Gerald  Layton 

A.  J.  G.  Naude 

Grant  Beazer 

L.  K.  Anderson 


From 

East  London 
East  London 
Cape  Town 


To 

Cape  Town 
West  Rand 
Bloemfontein 


Sister  May  Dell  is  well  on  theway  to  re- 
covery and  is  spending  Sundays  at  home  with 
her  family. 

The  Asiatic  'flu  has  hit  members  of  the 
branch  badly.  We  hope  that  all  will  soon  be 
well  and  back  to  services. 


PRETORIA  BRANCH 


Meetings:    San  lam    Building,   corner  of  Andries 
and  Pretorius  Streets. 
Branch  President:   Lionel  Bibb. 

Branch  Reporter:    Patricia  Harvey. 

Branch  conference  was  held  on  August  4.  We 
were  happy  to  have  all  of  the  district  presi- 
dency in  attendance  with  their  families.  Brother 
Dan  Patterson  and  Elder  D.  Hartley  spoke  to  us 
in  the  evening  service. 

Relief  Society  re-opened  at  the  begining  of 
August  and  we  are  continuing  with  the  interest- 
ing course  of  studies. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Sister  Winifred 
Cooksley  is  out  of  hospital.  The  branch  has 
missed  her  during  her  illness. 

Several  members  of  the  branch  have  been 
down  with  Asiatic  'flu.  Brother  and  Sister 
Smit's  three  children  have  had  mumps  but  are 
well  again. 

Sister  Edwina  Osman  has  also  been  on  the 
sick  list  and  spent  a  few  days  in  hospital. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings:   40  Prospect  Road,  Walmer. 
Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller;  phone  7620. 
Branch  Reporter:  Madge  McHugh. 

We  held  a  pioneer  social  on  July  27.  and  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  very  successful  evening.  Most 
of  the  guests  came  dressed  in  pioneer  costume. 
The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  pioneer  hymn, 
"Come,  Come  Ye  Saints".  Everyone  sat  around 
the  "campfire"  and  sang  community  songs. 
Elder  Wood  related  stories  of  the  pioneers-  We 
played  games,  served  refreshments,  and  closed 
the  evening  with  square  dancing  and  old-time 
waltzes. 

Farewells  have  been  said  to  Elder  K.  G.  Wood 
and  Elder  L.  D.  Anderson  who  have  left  to 
labour  in  other  fields.  We  welcome  Elder  S.  R. 
Jones  and  Elder  Thomas  Goetz  who  have  re- 
placed them. 

A  "Meet  Me  At  Mutual"  night  was  held  on 
August  10  and  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  The 
elders  showed  slides  of  various  temples  and 
Church  buildings.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was 
taken  up  with  refreshments  and  dancing. 


Pietermaritzburg  Bloemfontein 
Cape  Town  West  Rand 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Red  Cross  Building,  Alexander  Ave. 
Branch  President:  S.  J.  Spear;  phone  6819. 
Branch  Reporter:  Mona  Spear. 

Our  branch  president  is  to  be  commended  for 
his  efforts  in  planning  the  Bloemfontein  chapel. 
We  are  waiting  for  official  approval  and  then 
we  will  press  on  to  get  it  built. 

During  the  month  the  Relief  Society  and 
Primary  went  back  in  harness  after  a  recess.  Un- 
fortunately, the  'flu  has  upset  our  plans  by  de- 
creasing attendance. 

On  June  29  the  Relief  Society  sisters  held  a 
cake  sale.  The  proceeds  will  go  to  the  branch 
building  fund. 
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On  July  7  Brother  and  Sister  Geldenhuys, 
with  their  family  from  Cape  Town,  visited  us 
for  a  short  time. 

On  August  11  we  were  honoured  with  a  visit 

by  President  and   Sister    Fisher,    Elder  E.    D. 

LeBaron,     mission     secretary,      Brother  John 
Scheltema  and  Elder  Naude. 

During  July  Brother  John  Spear  was  ordained 
a  teacher.  Brother  Robert  Milne  was  ordained 
a  priest  and  Brother  Brian  Spear  was  made  a 
deacon. 

We  were  disappointed  to  hear  that  Bernard 
Milne  has  decided  to  settle  in  Cape  Town  after 
his  mission.  We  planned  to  use  his  talents  to 
great  advantage,  but  Bloemfontein's  loss  will  be 
Cape  Town's  gain. 

We  are  being  blessed  with  the  aid  of  two 
missionary  elders  again.  Elder  A.  J.  G.  Naude 
and  Elder  Grant  Beazer  have  re-opened  the 
Bloemfonten  area  for  missionary  work. 


NORTH  WESTERN  BRANCH 

Meeting:  87 — 8th  street,  Parkhurst,  Johannes- 
burg 

Branch  President:  William  Brummer;  phone 
27-1407 

Branch  Report:  J,  H.  Wagner 

The  North  Western  Branch  Relief  Society  held 
their  official  opening  meeting  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Seemen  on  August  7,  with  a  very  good 
attendance.  After  the  meeting  the  final  arrange- 
ments were  completed  for  a  social. 

The  social  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Schafer  on  August  9.  The  evening 
was  taken  up  with  games,  jokes  etc.  A  screen 
exhibition  of  colourful  South  African  scenes  was 
presented.  We  had  a  good  attendance  and 
everyone  declared  the  evening  a  real  success. 

The  next  social  item  the  branch  has  planned 
is  to  be  a  braaivleis  of  the  old-fashioned  "pitch 
fork"  variety. 

Many  of  our  members  were  snared  by  the 
influenza  epidemic,  but  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  all  are  now  back  in  harness. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  Brother  and  Sister 
Lionel  Maartins  on  the  birth  of  their  new 
daugther. 


STATISTICS 


BAPTISMS 

MacFARLANE,    Ian    Malcolm      (Mowbray),     b. 

Theo.  M.  Rayner,  c.  Alvin  F.   Park;   July   14, 

1957. 
CHERRETT,    Lynette    Ann     (Krugersdorp),    b. 

Daniel  A.  Cherrett,  c.  Glen  G.  Fisher,  July  14, 

1957. 
HAVENGA,  Elsa  Helen    (Springs),   b-   Jacob   S. 

Whitehead,  c.  K.  H.  Salmon;  August  11,  1957. 
SPANDOW,  Beverley   Carol   Anne    (Springs),   b. 

Kay    H.    Salmon,    c.    Jacob    S.    Whitehead; 

August  11,  1957. 
ESPAG,  Barend  Johannes  (Springs),  b.  Kay  H. 

Salmon,  c.  Jacob  S.   Whitehead;    August    11. 

1957. 


ESPAG,  Christina  Johanna  (Springs),  b.  Kay 
H.  Salmon,  c.  Jacob  S.  Whitehead;  August  11, 
1957. 

BLOM,  Aard  (Benoni),  b-  Rex  H.  Anderson,  c. 
Norman  J.  Law;   August  11,  1957. 

ORDINATIONS 

HARRIS,    John    Henry — Ordained    by    Izac    C. 

Louw,  July  14,  1957  to  Priest. 
TALJAARD,    Daniel    John    Georg — ordained   by 

Kenneth    S.    Armstrong,    July    28,    1957,    to 

Deacon. 

BOTHA,  Pieter  Willem — ordained  by  Douglas 
Hulbert,  July  14,  1957,  to  Deacon. 

FUTTER,  Temple  Cowdery— ordained  by  Ronald 
C.  Louw,  July  14,  1957,  to  Teacher. 

SMIT,  Johannes  Hendrick  Louis — ordained  by 
Petrus  C.  Faber,  July  7,  1957,  to  Priest. 

PHILLIPS,  Raymond  Edwin  Sidney — ordained 
by  Hugh  D.  Campbell,  August  5th,  1957,  to 
Deacon. 

BOTHA,  Willem  Jacobus — ordained  by  John  C. 

Troskie,  August  11,  1957,  to  Deacon. 
HUGO,  Jan   Gysbert — ordained  by  Henri  de  C. 

Hugo,  August  11,   1957,  to  Deacon. 


BIRTHS 


KLOPPER,  Hendrick  Johannes.  A  son  born  to 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Klopper,  of  Pretoria, 
Transvaal,  on  June   10,  1957. 

MARRIAGES 

SALOME  CAMBELL  to  WILLIAM  FREDERICK 
FREIMOND,  August  3,  1957,  at  Springs,  Tvl. 

BLESSINGS 

WALLACE,  Walter  Keith    (Ramah),  blessed  by 

Dan  L.  Chipman,  July  14,  1957. 
HAMILTON,  Mark  Bruce   (Ramah),  blessed  by 

Kenneth  B.  Chater,  July  14,  1957. 
HAMILTON,   Stephen  James   (Ramah),  blessed 

by  Melvin  J.  Lawlor.  July  14.  1957. 
HAMILTON,    John   William    (Ramah),    blessed 

by  George  T.  W.  Smith,  July  14,  1957. 
MASSEY-HICKS,   Arlene    (Ramah),   blessed   by 

Norman  G.  Muir,  July  14.  1957. 
MASSEY-HICKS,   Diane    (Ramah),    blessed    by 

James  Thomas.  July  14.  1957. 
MASSEY-HICKS,   Sandra    (Ramah),  blessed  by 

Wilfred  S.  Wrench,  July  14,  1957. 
MATTHEWS.  Robyn  Gail  (Ramah),  blessed  by 

Frederick  R.  C.  Matthews.  July  14,  1957. 
OOSTHUIZEN,  Johan  Michael  (North  Western). 

blessed  by  Johannes  P.  Brummer,  July  14,  1957. 
VAN  MOLENDORF,  Marlene  (Springs),  blessed 

by  H.  de  C.  Hugo,  June  2,  1957. 
MILNE,  Allan  Peter  (Ramah),  blessed  by  Dan 

L   Chipman,  August  4,  1957. 
PATERSON,     Lynne     (Bulawayo),     blessed    by 

Richard  Isaac,  August  4,  1957. 
de  LANGE,  Sidney  (Out),  blessed  by  Johannes 

P.  Brummer,  June  2,  1957. 
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HAVE 
YOU 
HEARD  ? 


ALL    ROADS    LEAD    TO    RAMAH    on 
iJecemoer  27,  2.H  and  29.      inis  is  one 
event  you  uon  t  want  to  miss. 

For  the  FIRST  TIME  the  South  African 
Mission  will  have  a  big  "get-togetner"  for  all 
of  its  young  people.  Inis  convention  has  been 
plannea  especially  for  you.  We  want  you  to 
become  part  of  it  and  enjoy  every  minute  of 
it.    II  IS  YOUR  CONVENIION. 

Included  in  the  programme  are: 

(1)  Special  talks. 

(2)  Devotional  services. 

(3)  Variety  programme. 

(4)  Gala  banquet  and  dance. 

(5)  Sports. 

(6)  And  a  good  chance  to  meet   all   of 
the  saints  in  South  Africa. 

It  will  be  inspirational,  educational  and  a 
lot  of  fun. 


WE'RE    HAVING 

A 
MISSION-WIDE 

M.I.A. 
CONVENTION 


FRIDAY  ...  is  arriving  day.  Registration  and 
sporis  will  lake  care  oi  any  ol  your  spaie  urne 
Ine  evening  will  leaiure  tne  VAK.ifc.lY 
fcfcSliVAL,  presenting  top  talent  from  every 
brancn  in  tne  mission. 


SATURDAY  .  .  .  will  open  with  a  general 
CONVENTION  and  a  TESTIMONY  MEET- 
ING. The  evening  will  be  a-glitter  with  a 
BANQUET  and  GALA  DANCE.  The  ball 
will  be  semi-formal.  It's  a  date  you'll  never 
forget. 

SUNDAY  .  .  .  will   be  CONFERENCE  day 

with  special  inspirational  talks.  Officers  and 
teachers  and  branch  presidencies  from  the 
whole  mission  will  convene  in  the  afternoon. 
Events  and  problems  of  the  on-coming  year 
will  be  discussed.  The  MUSIC-SPEECH 
FESTIVAL  will  bring  a  satisfying  day  to  a 
close.  But  before  you  leave,  a  final  FIRESIDE 
chat  will  end  the  grand  experience. 

Prepare  and  plan  now  .  .  .  leave  from 
work;  transportation;  and  that  new  dress, 
because  .... 


ALL  ROADS 
LEAD  TO  RAMAH 

SEE    YOU 
THERE ! ! ! 
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Peace 


With  eager  heart  and  will  on  fire, 
I  fought  to  win  my  great  desire 
"Peace  shall  be  mine,"  I  said;  but  life 
Grew  bitter  in  the  weary  strife. 
My  soul  was  tired,  and  my  pride 
Was  wounded  deep:    to  Heaven  I  cried, 
"God  grant  me  peace  or  I  must  die;" 
The  dumb  stars  glittered  no  reply. 
Broken  at  last.  I  bowed  my  head, 
Forgetting  all  myself,  and  said, 
"Whatever  comes,  His  will  be  done," 
And  in  that  moment  peace  was  won. 


BY  HENRY  VAN  DYKE 
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